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Who’s in the Room? 
  
 



For your “smart” 

thinking 

For wrapping your brain 

around creative thinking 

For “saving” the 

conversation 

To enhance the conversation… 



• Download a QR scanner on your smartdevice. 

 

• Move to a QR Code and scan to reveal the 

quote. 

 

• Talk in a small group what the quote means to 

you.   

 

• Be prepared to share in another activity. 

Let’s engage! 



To the Left…to the Left 

• Create 2 concentric circles. 
 

• Inside circle face outward, 

outside circle face inward. 
 

• Share your thoughts about 

the quote with the person 

across from you.   
 

• When you hear the music, 

rotate to a new partner and 

share again. 



Debrief 

Turn to your elbow partner and each take 1 

minute and share  

• what you liked/disliked about this activity 

• how you might use this activity in your 

afterschool program 



What do YOU see in this picture? 



What do you see in this picture? 



Fanning the fire 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TqzUHcW58Us


Debrief and Dialogue 

Turn to your neighbor and share thoughts about Dr. 

Benson’s Spark idea. 

 

• What did you hear that was new for you? 

• How can you help students find their “Spark”? 

 

Share with whole group. 
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Acting 
“Let’s do it”; Likes  

to act, try things,   plunge in 

 

Paying attention to 
detail 

Likes to know the who, what, 
where, and why before acting 

Speculating 
Likes to look at the big 

picture and the 
possibilities before acting 

Likes to know  
that  

everyone’s feelings  
have been taken  

into consideration and that their voices have 
been  
heard  

before acting. 

Caring 
 

Activity 



North, South, East, West? 

• With a marker, print your name (very 

      large) on a 5” x 8” index card. 
 

• Place you name on the wall at the direction 

that best describes you.   
 

• Discuss questions on reverse side  

      of paper. 
 

 
Nope!  You can’t choose NW, NE, SW, or SE 

directions…sorry  



Debrief 

Turn to your elbow partner and each take 1 

minute and share  

• what you liked/disliked about this activity 

• how you might use this activity in your 

afterschool program 



How do these activities eliminate barriers to learning? 

 the struggling reader 

 the apathetic learner 

 the learner lacking confidence 

 the EL student 

 the potential dropout 

 the accelerated learner 

  ________________________ 

 

How do these activities prepare students to be career and college 

ready? 
 

How can activities like these support students and teachers in the 

classroom? 

Dialogue 



How do you see things now? 

 



How do you see things now? 

 



Standards 

 

English/Language Arts: 

Writing: Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, 

supporting a point of view with reasons 

Reading: Use information gained from illustrations 

(e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to 

demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, 

when, why, and how key events occur) 



Instruction 

 Think-Pair-Share Debate 
strategy* 

*modified 



            Culture: 



Is it worth investing in name brands?  Why or 

why not?   

 

 

Be prepared to explain your thinking. 

Activity: 



Protocol: 
 

Watch the video or read through the song lyrics. 

 

Decide who is Partner A and who is Partner B. 

 

Partner A collects evidence “FOR investing in name brand 

clothes”. 

Partner B collects evidence “AGAINST investing in name brand 

clothes.” 

 

Following the video, share your evidence with your partner. (~1 min 

each) 
  



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gAg3uMlNyHA


Protocol: 
 

Form a line of A’s and a line of B’s, facing one another. 
 

Share your point of view with each other. (~30 seconds each) 

 

A’s caucus together and B’s caucus together to pull together your best 1 

sentence rebuttal to share. (~1 min) 

 

Face off!  Share your 1 rebuttal statement with each other. (~30 seconds 

each)  
 

Caucus one more time and share your rebuttal. (~1 min) 
 

Flashdraft - at your seat write a 1-2 sentence argument in line with your 

position. (~2 mins) 





How does this activity eliminate barriers to learning? 

 the struggling reader 

 the apathetic learner 

 the learner lacking confidence 

 the EL student 

 the potential dropout 

 the accelerated learner 

  ________________________ 

 

How does this activity prepare students to be career and college ready? 

Discussion: 
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Career and College Ready Students: 

 
· Use technology and tools strategically in 
learning and communicating  
 
· Use argument and reasoning  to do research,  
construct arguments, and critique the reasoning of 
others 
 
 ·Communicate and collaborate effectively with 
a variety of audiences 
 
· Solve problems, construct explanations and 
design solutions 

 

Tasks Worth Doing 

Tests Worth Taking 

 
• Real World Challenges 

 

• Relevant to Student Lives 

 

• Integrate Content Areas 

 

• Transfer of Knowledge 
 

 

MI Goals for All Students 



Intentional Instructional Practices 
Creating a classroom culture that supports and promotes student learning 

Standards 

Instruction 

Culture 



Standards Culture 

Instruction 



Standards 

Instruction 

Communication and Collaboration 

 

Problem Solving 

 

Technology and Tools 

 

Argument and Reason 

 

Curriculum with  

Higher Cognitive Demand 

(Increased Rigor) 

and  

Career and College Ready 

Characteristics 

When Standards intersect with Instruction we’ll see… 



        Standards Culture 

When Standards intersect with Culture we’ll see… 

Lessons that 

Address appropriate grade level standards 

and 

Include content relevant to student lives 



When Culture intersects with Instruction we’ll see… 

   
   

Instruction 

Culture 

Teaching that is 

engaging, 

culturally responsive , 

and 

provides for experiential learning 
 



    
        

When Standards, Instruction, and Culture intersect we’ll see… 

Standards Culture 

Instruction 

Intentional 

Instructional 

Practice 
 

Curriculum with  

Higher 

Cognitive 

Demand 

(Increased 

Rigor) 

and  

Career and 

College Ready 

Characteristics 

Lessons that 

Address 

appropriate 

grade level 

standards 

and 

Include 

content 

relevant to 

student lives 

Teaching that is engaging, culturally responsive , 

and 
provides for experiential learning 



Contact Information 

Brandy Archer 

Content Literacy Consultant 

archerb2@michigan.gov 

 

Jill Griffin 

Urban Education Consultant 

griffinj9@michigan.gov 

 


